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the very reverse of the brilliant and facile methods of
Spencer.

A further characteristic difference between the two
men is found when we inquire how each came by his
literary style. Both had styles of exceptional lucidity
and ease, but they were acquired in totally opposite
ways. Spencer, after his manner, never studied style at
all from the practical point of view, though he propounded
a philosophic theory of it (" Essays/' vol. ii.). In " Facts
and Comments/1 pp. 78, 79, he says: "I have never
studied style." "It never occurred to me ... to take
any author as a model. Indeed, the thought of moulding
my style upon the style of any one else is utterly incon-
gruous with my constitutional disregard of authority/1
" I may fitly say of my own style that from the begin-
ning it has been unpremeditated. The thought of style,
considered as an end in itself, has rarely if ever been
present.11 Mill, on the other hand, cultivated his style
" by the assiduous reading of other writers, both French
and English, who combined, in a remarkable degree,
ease with force, such as Goldsmith, Fielding, Pascal,
Voltaire, and Courier."1 Bain remarks of him;2 "The
undoubted excellence of his mature style was arrived at
by a series of efforts that may well be celebrated among
triumphs of perseverance."

The education supplied to the two in their youth was
just such as happened to be adapted to the qualities of
each. Mill's education was, as we have seen, an in-
terminable round of study and effort. Not a moment
was wasted 5 and he ascribes his own success to the fact
that he entered on life with a knowledge that was a
quarter of a century in advance of his competitors.
Spencer, idle as a man, was idle also as a boy. He
learnt very little, and nothing but what he liked; he
could not go up to a university on account of the
impossibility of his passing the entrance examinations.
He entered life with a knowledge far inferior to that of
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